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CROCOPARC
THE FIRST CROCDILES PARK IN MOROCCO

Surrounded by ocher walls adorned with a giant crocodile head, CROCOPARC 
seems to be emerging from the wonderful world of children's stories. Inspired by 
the presence, today gone, of crocodiles in Oued Draa until the early 20th century, 
CROCOPARC revives the fascination that has always been aroused by these 
animals with prehistoric origins. First Crocodile Park in Morocco, this fantastic 
place is located on an area of four hectares in the heart of the Drarga zone in the 
Province of Agadir. CROCOPARC is also considered as a national and international 
tourist attraction in the country. For children and students, the place is a promise 
of an enjoyable and entertaining tour, but also educational and pedagogical. 
Opening planned for spring 2015.
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THE FIRST CROCDILES PARK IN MOROCCO

The founders 

The partners, old families of Agadir have 
been keen to bring to their city an 
environmental and tourism project by 
creating CROCOPARC.

Geographic location

CROCOPARC merges into a beautiful 
natural landscape. Rammed earth ochre 
ramparts beautifully frames the place, in 
harmony with traditional regional 
architectural style. The surrounding 
nature creates, in the background, an 
impressive painting with the majestic 
peaks of the Atlas mountains and the 
crooked branches of Argan trees, 
emblematic trees present in the area 
since millions of years. In a 4-hectare 
area, the park is situated in the Rural 
Commune of Drarga, on the outskirts of 
Agadir, along the National Road 8, 
highway connecting Agadir to Marrakech. 
The park is integrated into the Urban 
Park project with a total area of 40 
hectares.
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An expertise at the service of a reasoned captive environment

Expert reptiles and other animal parks 
consultant, Luc Fougeirol placed his 
experience at the service of CROCOPARC. 
During his childhood in the Souss Valley 
in Morocco, Luc Fougeirol was introduced 
to reptiles by his uncle, Mr. Bernard 
Legasse, who never walked without his 
snakes: "He taught me not to be afraid of 
them, respect them, and take an active 
interested in their lives and their 
customs."  An initiation even more 
important in country like Morocco "It’s a 
country rich in reptiles thanks to the 
existence of different climates."
He moved to France at the age of 12, the 
interest of Luc Fougeirol for reptiles has 
initially focused on the crocodiles from a 
pet shop: "One of my pension 
companions had told me that a pet shop 
in Marseille had caimans for sale. 
Without waiting, I went to the Blue 
Canari, Lieutaud cours road, and I found 
myself in front of a small aquarium filled 
with alligators. Each animal cost 50 
Francs at the time". Young Luc didn’t 
have enough money, but the saleswoman 
promised to keep one for him. He soon 
returned to the store to buy his first 
crocodile. "I brought it in a tennis balls 
box. I got a special and rare permission to 

keep it in the science room at St. Joseph's 
College of Carpentras where was in fifth 
grade. "
Later, Luc Fougeirol managed to 
combine work and passion by creating 
the first European crocodile farm in 
Pierrelatte in France (350,000 visitors 
per year). The introduction of crocodile 
farms in the world, and the development 
of scientific work is indeed a great need 
to safeguard endangered crocodiles 
threatened by destruction of their 
natural habitat. He also participated in 
the creation of the "Planet of the 
crocodiles" in Civaux in France as well as 
another park in Djerba, Tunisia.
Luc Fougeirol is a member of the 
"Herpetological Society" of France, the 
"Species Survival Commission", the 
"Crocodile Specialist Group" and IUCN 
(International Union for the Conservation 
of Nature). In July 2006, he organized 
the first conference of the "Crocodile 
Specialist Group" in Europe and the first 
conference of the "Crocodile Specialist 
Group" of West Africa in Niger in 
November 2007. He is the author of the 
book Crocodiles published by De la 
Martinière Editions. Today he is also a 
consultant for a Dubai park project.



7

The resident crocodile species and the park's contribution to its 
preservation

Crocodilians comprise 23 species 
subdivided into three major zoological 
families, Crocodiles, and the Gavialidae, 
and the Alligatoridae. The species 
resident at CROCOPARC is the Nile 
crocodile (Crocodylus niloticus). 
Referenced as potentially man-eating, 
the specimen can reach 6 meters and 
weigh a ton. Thus, young crocodiles, 
born for the second generation in a 
rearing center, have been brought from 
Djerba where the climate is very similar 
to that of Agadir. Crocodiles have 
reached the age of three years after 
being raised outdoors since an early 
age. So they will acclimatize easily to 
their environment and the animals 
keeps can be trained with medium size 
crocodiles.
Did you know that the crocodile made 
its first appearance on earth more than 
200 million years ago. Revered in 
ancient Egypt, the largest and heaviest 
snake in the world, that can live up to 
70 years, went through several millennia 
since the Mesozoic era thanks to its 

adaptability. The crocodile was then the 
subject of an excessive hunting driven 
by a frantic quest for profit from its 
meat and skin, but also by the fear he 
generates amongst the population. He 
disappeared from Morocco following 
the demographic pressure around 
water points. Over the years, its 
population has decreased dramatically 
to be now classified as a protected 
species. Today, the species is found in 
the African continent and as far as 
Madagascar and in some coastal areas.
Since the 1970s, many farms have 
emerged. CROCOPARC is part of this 
dynamic safeguard of crocodiles. Its 
mission is to raise public awareness 
by facilitating access to knowledge 
about reptiles. It is in this perspective 
that the park contributes to a better 
understanding of crocodiles through 
educational panels and the permanent 
presence of multilingual guides. In 
addition, the large number of residents 
makes the observation even more 
interesting.
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The legend of the "lion's head"

"Once upon a time, a long time ago, a huge rock broke away from the Atlas 
Mountain, rolling down the slope making a deafening noise. The roar was such that 
an old crocodile that lived in the South, near the Mauritanian border, suddenly 
roused himself and rushed, thinking he heard the charge of a huge herd.  Upon 
arriving, he did not find the expected prey, but was not disappointed by 
discovering the rock whose shape reminded him of a face that crossed his path 
during his childhood in the African plains.  Convinced that the rock had stopped 
there, facing this magnificent body of water to protect him, the old crocodile 
decided to settle there with his family. That is how many crocodiles are found 
today in Drarga."



9

A NEW GENERATION PARK

A reconstituted ecosystem

At CROCOPARC, space was designed in a way to host the crocodiles in a 
comfortable life putting together several important elements. With waterfalls and 
cascades, water is oxygenated and filtered through aquatic plants. As crocodiles 
regulate their body temperature depending on the air temperature at CROCOPARC, 
they may cool off in the water, warm up under the sun, or protect themselves in 
burrows. Sandy areas have been equipped for spawning females;  basins with 
different levels help limit fights.

A site with a scientific vocation

The park is open to scientists and researchers as well as students. A laboratory 
with a nursery for hatching and babies ‘development are being investigated.
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Ponds and waterfalls in closed circuits

The CROCOPARC site fully meets the environmental standards. The six ponds are 
sealed and operate on the principle of ecological pools. With a closed circuit, the 
water flows into the upper basin through a 7 meters high cascade, a move that 
allows to continuously purify water. It then flows through a slide in the intermediate 
pond before finishing in the lower pond with a gentle slope. The water is finally 
pumped before returning to the waterfall. The water cycle begins again.

Rest burrows for crocodiles

In nature, crocodiles and many other reptiles use burrows to protect themselves 
against excessive temperatures, cold or hot. For this purpose, CROCOPARC has built 
burrows which allow significant thermal inertia.

International standards visitors’ protection

CROCOPARC is designed to offer the visitors a totally safe environment.  Barriers 
and guardrails are placed throughout the whole path. 

The terrestrial and aquatic botanical garden

CROCOPARC is also a beautiful garden rich of many plant species from the 
Souss-Massa Draa, but also tropical plants. Sylvie Lascelles-Lloyd, 
landscaper-nursery gardner, native of Agadir and the niece of Philippe Alléon, 
emerged since the beginning as the ideal person for this project on the basis of her 
knowledge and her passion for plants and gardens, a passion that is passed on in 
her family from one generation to another. At CROCOPARC, visitors can admire 
cacti and succulents from Sylvie’s grandfather collection.  The transmission is a 
sweet dream and an achievement for Sylvie, she admits that she designed the 
garden so that her children and grandchildren can one day to ensconce in these 
famous "stone" seats and find a heart-warming part of their grandmother in the 
garden.
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Sylvie the landscaper, explains her creative process

"Above all, I wanted to create a place where we can capture the generosity of 
nature, feel overwhelmed by its vibration and make it echo in us. I wanted us to 
feel all the energy and strength that it may produce and its magic power to soothe 
us. This place is dedicated, for a moment, to allowing us to reconnect to reality and 
reconnect with nature, life, and reach some kind of serenity. More specifically, I 
used a large diversity of plants whether endemic or not, in order to favor the 
aesthetic and preserve harmony. I have not tried to recreate a natural habitat, but 
I enjoyed playing with the contrasts of foliage, the colors and textures of plants. 
The built areas of the garden are also very important to me. I spent a lot of time 
thinking about how to best integrate them with plants. Finally, I rely heavily on the 
instability of the living! A garden evolves, it’s the time, life, death, and this is what 
growing is about. And time exalts the idea, which is the most exciting! "
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CROCOPARC features 4 main gardens

• The "blue" Garden consists mainly of blue succulent plants with rare species like 
Aloe suzannae endangered in its natural habitat.
• The exotic site invites the public to enjoy an original hard masonry furniture 
amidst splendid ficus of fifty years old and over, and their spectacular aerial roots.
• The aquatic garden has a wonderful collection of water lilies, including the 
famous Victoria (Victoria cruziana) and the crossing of the "forest" of Nile Papyrus, 
which grants great sensations.
• The tropical area hosts, among others, two magnificent Bellombra evocative 
trunks, giant bamboo, palms and bromeliads with such strange flowers.

Sylvie says that beyond these four areas, the public can admire all along the roads, 
original plantations such as aisle Sanseveria Cylindrica but also smell divine scents 
distilled by jasmines, gardenias and other fragrant plants: "The garden was 
designed so that the flowering is present throughout the year and it is a shimmer 
of colors, even in winter.  Water is the main theme of the visit, vital element 
shared by plants and crocodiles The Bazouré village chief in Burkina Faso where 
sacred crocodiles live in a pond, said: "The day when there will be no crocodiles, 
there will be no water." At CROCODILE PARK, water is also a music. A beautiful 
partition between the murmur of small waterfalls and the roar of the cascade, 
accompanied by the singing of birds. Finally, how can we fail to feel the poetry of 
some plant names like Flower of the Soul ... A garden of emotions. "
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Evolution of gardens

Currently, the collection has more than 300 species and varieties of plants. The goal is 
to create a microclimate that will allow to complete it progressively. "We have, in our 
Azrou Nurseries and Magaplant, seedlings of particular plants, for example, the rainbow 
eucalyptus (Eucalyptus deglupta) We also have two projects under consideration: A 
labyrinth of cacti and succulents, and a garden of endemic plants which we cherish. We 
already grow a large part of these endemic plants in our nurseries. "

Remarkable species

• The collection is full of surprising species. One example is:
• The Victoria, the largest water lily in the world;
• Tree ferns, ancient species that have existed since dinosaurs and crocodiles;
• The cycads and beautiful dioons;
• The baobabs and other Bombacaceae with gigantic trunks;
• The Nile papyrus;
• Caudiciforms ;
• The spectacular flowering trees, flamboyant, jacaranda, bauhinia, chorizia, 
Illawarra Flame Tree, Spathodea ... 
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A DAY FULL OF EMOTION

The crocodiles’ tour

The visitor enters through the huge mouth of a crocodile, crosses the lobby that 
sets the landscape of a jungle before meeting the crocodiles in the botanical 
garden. A maze of paths and walkways allow the visitor to observe reptiles in their 
daily lives: lazing in the sun or demonstrating the power of their jaws during their 
meal. Crocodiles are animals that do not leave you indifferent. The tour’s direction 
leads to a route with an approximate length of 650m. After completing the tour, a 
stop at the restaurant is required before leaving the place and crossing a space 
where visitors can purchase souvenirs. During the visit, some details arouse the 
curiosity, for example, on the floor, these crocodiles or dinosaur paw prints 
crossing those of other animals...

Small outdoor auditorium

The auditorium is nestled in the luxuriant garden of the park, and hosts audiences 
for entertainment and educational programs, presentations and information 
sessions about animals, and also, to listen to stories and legends about crocodiles. 
Documentaries are also broadcast.

Rest areas

CROCOPARC is a leisure and relaxation garden where you can stroll, discuss, share, 
watch, breathe, feel...
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Children's playgrounds

Just like the entire project, CROCOPARC children's playgrounds are compliant with 
security requirements. The modules were specially ordered from Kinderland, a European 
leader in this field (certified games comply with EN1176-1 standard).  Made of highly 
resistant natural wood, Kinderland games make children enjoy the pleasure of playing in 
the middle of nature! To the delight of young and older children, CROCOPARC will bring 
together several themed play areas such as "The crocodile’s path" for children from 6 to 
12 years old, the "Morocco’s combined game" for children from 3 to 8 years old and 
"Slide Tunnel" for children from 3 to 8 years old.

Food and beverage facilities

CROCOPARC offers to its visitors a 200 
seats restaurant, open at night to make 
them enjoy the venue at sunset time. 
Besides the suggestion of the day, the 
restaurant offers a menu of meals 
appreciated by families.  Snacks are also 
available and a choice of hamburgers, 
paninis, French fries, ice cream, salads…

The cave of treasures

A true gourmet destination for young 
and old, the CROCOPARC cave of treasure 
offers a wide range of confectionery 
colors and attractive flavors. Visitors can 
enjoy cotton candy, crepes, refreshments 
and many other delicacies.
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Night time

At night, a magical atmosphere brightens CROCOPARC with a thousand and one 
lights... Scenery specially created with the assistance of a professional in this field. 
In the evening, the park team provides children with flashlights to look for 
crocodiles whose eyes glow in the dark. To give visitors time to enjoy the place 
late in the day, CROCOPARC is open in summer time and during Ramadan until 10 
or 11pm according to the presence.

Events

For the organization of meetings, birthdays, parties and any other group event, 
CROCOPARC is at the disposal of planners of professional or private events. The 
park is also open to scientists and artists who may find an inspiration in this 
setting. CROCOPARC is a place of interaction, exchange of knowledge and sharing 
for everyone.

The shop

The CROCOPARC shop offers a wide selection of souvenirs, toys, jewelry and other 
items.
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A NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ATTRACTION
A great national touristic site

Less than three hours from Marrakech, CROCOPARC is an excellent one day trip 
option, for both national and international visitors.  The only one of its kind in the 
entire Kingdom, CROCOPARC offers a unique touristic offer.

An opportunity for holidays packages for foreign Tour Operators

A visit to CROCOPARC is an enriching activity in the Souss Massa Draa Region to 
be integrated into tour operators school holidays packages.

Themed days and green classes for national students

CROCOPARC provides schools with comprehensive educational records. 
Throughout the tour, a multitude of information panels and question/answer 
boards help make the visit to CROCOPARC not only enjoyable and entertaining, but 
also educational.

An alternative to traditional seaside entertainment in Agadir

Agadir is a seaside town. Entertainment habits are mainly oriented towards the 
sea. CROCOPARC is a completely different attraction that will significantly enrich 
the panel that the region offers. Culturally, the park provides access to valuable 
knowledge about reptiles, specifically crocodiles, as well as natural sciences and 
botany.
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THE PARC IN FIGURES

Number of crocodiles

There are more than 300 crocodiles in CROCOPARC.

Area

CROCOPARC covers a total area of 4 hectares.

PRACTICAL SERVICES

Parking

A spacious parking is available at the entrance of CROCOPARC.

Disabled access 

CROCOPARC was designed to be fully accessible to disabled persons.

CONTACT US

Ariane MARINETTI - Manager of CROCOPARC
Tel. : +212 (0)5 28 29 79 31 - Fax : +212 (0)5 28 29 79 32 
Mobile : +212 (0)6 62 03 23 93 - e-mail : a.marinetti@CrocoParc.com

Luc FOUGEIROL - Reptiles expert - Mobile : +212 (0)6 61 54 05 52


